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duct was widely praised, and it became a general wish that
she might survive her brother and succeed to the throne.
So that her efforts to make other powers accept the decree of
the Florentine Senate were vigorously supported by the people
of Tuscany. The memory of her mother's youthful sorrows
was revived in September 1721 by the death of the Grand
Duchess Marguerite Louise at Pans at the age of seventy-six;
and this increased the regard entertained for the daughter
of a princess for whom the Floientines had always felt much
sympathy.

Tn 1723, the discussions at Cambrai showing that whatever
other arrangements were made between the leading powers of
Europe they were determined to adhere to their unjust treat'
ment of Tuscany, Corsini was instructed to lodge a final
solemn protest, with the object of asserting the rights of
Cosimo's successor and of making the act of violence on
which the powers were bent more marked. This was the last
public act of Cosimo's life; and on the 3ist October 1723,
after handing over the government to his son Gian Gastone,
Cosimo III passed away,30 after a reign of fifty-three years
in which (with the best intentions) he had produced nothing
but evil and the utmost national misery.

Cosimo III is an example of how a character which in a
private capacity would be unobjectionable may in the posi-
tion of a ruler become a pattern of everything most baneful.
In a private sphere he would have been a very ordinary person,
and probably much respected, since the chief defects of his
character would never in that case have had any opportunity
of developing. Placed, however, on a throne, the combined
effects of his want of wisdom, vanity, weakness, bigotry, and
tyranny caused him to present an example of everything that
is worst in a ruler. Under him joyous and light-hearted Tus-
cany became a vale of tears. Hating his sons, apparently for